
Pantoliano’s theatrical work is a grand 
collection of memorable roles from 
beloved films like The Matrix, Bad 
Boys, Risky Business, The Goonies, 
La Bamba, Midnight Run, Empire of 
the Sun, The Fugitive, Memento and 
Daredevil. You might know him best for 
his Emmy-award winning performance 
as Ralphie Cifaretto in HBO’s landmark 
drama The Sopranos. But did you know 
Joe is an outspoken advocate on brain 
dis-ease and recovery? In his inimitable 
style, Joe will stand up to the stigma 
of mental illness, just as he has done 
through “No Kidding, Me Too” – a 
nonprofit he founded to galvanize the 
entertainment industry in educating all 
of us about mental illness. 

Hope Begins With You!
Launch to Life Benefit to sustain recovery resources in Chicago

Isolation and life stresses brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic 
have contributed to a dramatic increase in mental health and 
substance use concerns:

• Mental Health America’s most recent report found nearly 20 
 percent of adults experienced a mental 
 health illness in 2019, amounting to some 50 million people.  
 But fewer than half of U.S. adults with mental illness receive   
 treatment.

• The issues are particularly acute among   
 young people. In 2021, more than a third of high school  
 students experienced poor mental health and 44 percent reported  
 persistently feeling sad or hopeless (CDC). Further, the suicide rate  
 among youth ages 10-24 increased 57% between 2007 and 1028  
 (Curtin, S.C., National Center for Health).

• According to Vibrant Emotional Health, a nonprofit that administers  
 the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, more Americans  
 die from mental health crises and substance  
 use in a single year than have died in combat  
 in every war combined since World War II.
• By June 2020, 13 percent of Americans started  
 or increased substance use to cope with   
 pandemic stress (CDC).

• The CDC reported that for the year ending April 2021, the
 reported  number of drug overdose deaths  
 exceeded 100,000 – for the first time in history. There were 
 more deaths from overdose than from guns and auto 
 accidents combined.

• There were 3,013 deaths due to opioid overdose in Illinois last year,  
 according to the Department of Public Health – a 35.8 percent  
 increase from 2019. The number of deaths involving alcohol use 
 jumped 25 percent in 2020, according to the Journal of the  
 American Medical Association. That’s an increase from 78,900 deaths 
 to 99,000.

Your support of the Launch to Life Benefit helps Rosecrance meet the 
urgent needs of families across Chicagoland facing these realities.

Keynote:
Joe Pantoliano
New York Times 
best selling author 
and Emmy-award 
winning actor

Join the Rosecrance Foundation 
October 21 for our Launch to Life 
Benefit at the University Club 
of Chicago!

Rosecrance is pleased to announce that we’ve expanded our reach across greater Chicagoland and 
now offer evidence-based mental health and substance use treatment and support at 15 locations for 
teens, adolescents, adults, and their families.

THE BIG PICTURE



Rosecrance is a leading provider of treatment 
services for individuals with substance use and 
mental health disorders. Over 50,000 children, teens, 
adults, and families received help last year.

rosecrance.org

Launch to Life Benefit to sustain recovery resources in Chicago

                “Thanks to Rosecrance, our family is finally 
on a healing journey. You gave us the hope and 
resources we could not provide ourselves. We are 
forever grateful.” 
– Rosecrance client parent

Our mission—to provide help, hope, 
and recovery to children, youth, adults, and 
families—compels us to do everything in 
our power to provide treatment for those 
affected by mental health and substance 
use disorders.

The need for behavioral health services 
is urgent and rising. Your support today 
will help sustain Rosecrance’s lifesaving 
treatment services in Chicagoland, 
including providing enhanced access 
to care for those who are under- or 
uninsured.

Rosecrance partnered with 

32 schools representing 

over 50,000 students
in greater Chicagoland over the past 
year to support students, teachers and families.
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Recovery Works!
Research from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
National Institutes of Health shows:

• 75% of people who take steps toward recovery from substance use  
 disorder indeed get better.

• 80% of those with bipolar disorder who receive treatment experience  
 improvement. 

• 70% of individuals with major depression, panic disorder or OCD who  
 receive treatment experience improvement.

Rosecrance’s continuous outcomes research has further demonstrated 
our clients are well-prepared to live lives in recovery upon completion 
of treatment, as evidenced by:

• Increased protective factor scores, showing clients strengthened life  
 skills making them more likely to sustain recovery.

• Decreased risk factors, indicating clients are well-prepared to live lives  
 in recovery after completing treatment.

• Improved PHQ-9 scores, demonstrating clients’ mental health greatly  
 improved. 
 

15 greater 
Chicagoland
locations

Rosecrance served nearly 9,000 
Chicagoland clients in FY 21.


